Make Your Plans Now To Attend!

Belle Grove Plantation, 336 Belle Grove Road
Middletown, Virginia 22645

The 2010 National Sheepdog Finals will be held at the Belle Grove Plantation in MIddletown, Virginia. The Finals are the Olympics of sheepdog trialing where you will see the best of the best dogs and handlers from across North America compete for the coveted title of National Champion.

The top 150 dogs from all across North America will compete over 6 days to select the best dog in North America. In addition, the top Nursery dogs (dogs under 3 years of age) will be competing for the title of Nursery Champion.

The Schedule

September 18-19: Nursery Finals. 
September 20: A free day. Sightsee and relax! (Note: you are also free not to sightsee and relax!!)
September 21-24: Open preliminary rounds
September 22: USBCHA annual meeting
September 23: ABCA annual meeting
September 25: Semi-final round for the top 40 dogs.
September 26: Double-lift finals.
SPECTATOR INFORMATION
Spectators are welcome at the 2010 National Sheepdog Finals. In addition to the actual competition of working border collies, we will have vendors, demonstrations, and other activities that are sure to interest the whole family. Tickets will be available for purchase in advance online. If you will be traveling to the Finals from outside of the area, the Winchester-Frederick County Visitor Center is a great source of information regarding restaurants, things to see and do, and places to stay. You can also take a look at our ratings of dog-friendly nearby motels. If you're traveling without canine companions, be sure to check out the lovely Fairfield Inn and Suites in Strasburg, VA, which has offered generous discounts for our judges.

Ticket Prices

· Adults (12 and over): $12 per day; $60 for the entire event

· Children (6-12): $6 per day; $30 for the entire event

· Under 6: free


General information about the rules of sheepdog trials can be found here. We also encourage all spectators new to dog trials to visit our Sheepdogs section to learn more about the working border collie and how our trials are judged.

In addition to the sheepdog trial, we hope to have demonstrations of rural and agricultural life that might include sheep shearing, wool spinning and weaving, and general information on the uses of wool and the importance of animal husbandry. Information about sheep shearing can be found here. You might also want to look at this video of the actual process.

The schedule of the trial will be as follows:

September 18-19: Nursery Finals. The Nursery Finals are for young dogs, the oldest of whom are about three. These dogs will run a course a little smaller and less demanding than the course run by the more seasoned competitors, in deference to their age. All of the nursery dogs will run once; a subset of the top-scoring dogs will run a second time. The nursery champion is the dog who has the highest aggregate score of those two runs.

September 20: A free day. Have fun sightseeing and relaxing!

September 21-24: The preliminary rounds of the Open finals. The top 150 sheepdogs in the country will each compete in a full course. The top 40 scores from among these will run a second time to determine the ultimate finalists.

September 25: Semi-final round for the top 40 dogs.

September 26: Double-lift finals. The top 17 dogs will compete in a double-lift trial for the ultimate title of national sheepdog champion. Each course will be a half-hour in length and will consist of two outruns to gather a total of twenty sheep, culminating in the exciting "international shed" and pen.

THE WORKING DOG
A sheepdog trial may look like an obstacle course (or perhaps a live video game), but there is a deeper purpose to it. It's designed to test not just the dog's obedience to his handler's commands---important as that is---but also his inborn working ability. Although these trials are open to all breeds, rarely will you see anything but a Border Collie competing at this level. That's because the Border Collie is a breed specifically developed to be useful partners in the raising of livestock. For the same reason, you'll notice a lot of variation in how these Border Collies look---they are bred to work a certain way, not to look a certain way.

What are these inborn qualities that make Border Collies such good workers? One of the most important is balance, the dog's innate sense of where he has to be to keep the livestock together and make them go where he wants them to and/or keep them from going where he doesn't want them to. He has to feel the right spot, not only how far left or right of the sheep but how close---close enough to put pressure on them but not so close as to panic or scatter them.

Power is the ability to make ornery, mean sheep do what they don't want to do. It's probably made up of determination, confidence, courage and moral authority. It includes bite when absolutely necessary, but you will rarely see a dog bite here (and if he does he will likely be disqualified). A dog with real power is not just one who can face down challenges to his authority, but is actually less likely to be challenged in the first place. Style is the dog's physical manner of working, mainly the combination of posture and stare that we call "eye." He needs to have enough eye to maintain contact with his sheep and evoke their respect, but too much eye can make him sticky (unwilling to move).

Physical traits are important---he must have the sight, hearing, speed, agility, stamina and strength to get the job done. But mental and emotional traits are even more important. He must have the intelligence to understand his training, to generalize, and to learn from experience. He needs the initiative to take charge when the situation requires it, and the biddability to take direction when it contradicts his instincts. He must be able to size up a situation quickly and respond to sudden changes. He needs stock sense---the ability to read livestock is partly a product of experience, but also partly inborn. Finally, he must have the keenness and character to keep working and not give up when it's hot and he's tired and people are hollering and he's a little confused and the sheep are fighting him every step of the way.

Only careful breeding for working ability alone, without regard to superficial traits like physical appearance, will produce dogs like this. Dogs must be trained to their full potential, their performance in challenging work situations must be evaluated, and only the good ones bred, with thought given to which sires and dams will best complement one another to produce the best offspring. Thus, as you watch from the sidelines, breeders will be closely watching too as they try to make these kinds of evaluations, because the National Sheepdog Finals is one of the best tests of the many traits that are so valuable in the working sheepdog.

